Dillon Lowery and I introductory / breakfast notes 

November 8, 2023 


1. How are you!? 

2. What’d you major in as an undergrad? 

English Creative Writing. Didn’t know until 10 years after the Bachelor’s that he’d be getting in law. Kylie Mullen is an alum of UCF PAD. She’s in her 5th or 6th year of working at Foley, and is on track to be senior counsel. 

3. What made you wanna pursue (Big)Law? Did you always know? 

I wanted to be a sports writer. I got a job in New York. Major League Gaming…
I lived in South Korea for half a year. After [Major League Gaming], I got off-sourced to Twitch…
I became an English teacher [and taught] for five years. 
I thought about [pursuing a degree in] Communications. 
Law school is like a trade school, to me. 
At 30, I have a different mindset about going into law school (it was easier). 
I didn’t know about BigLaw until reaching out… 
You don’t have to be a lawyer to work in law…
One thing they don’t mention about teaching is the fact that they got rid of tenure at public schools. All teachers get strung on a leash on one year contracts…[then they] all get fired in May. 
Foley has two esports lawyers in New York and Dallas. One was a Full Sail University alum. 
Foley also has an esports convention as a client. 

4. How’d you study for the LSAT? 

While I was teaching, I took LSAT books to school. [I used] books with the practice exams…
I didn’t do online courses…
Orlando[‘s community] is great to live in because they value people who are local and not hyper-focused. The firms need people who need to stay. 
A handful of Foley’s partners went to Harvard; I went to [The College of] William & Mary (W&M). 
Law school is neurotic! [When I was applying, I] kept checking all of the law school subreddits…

5. Do you remember the overall points you emphasized in your personal statement? 

I was so afraid of only getting into terrible law schools because I had a 2.2 (Undergraduate) GPA! 
My personal statement was about growing so much in 10 years. I grew up thinking I was smarter than I was [because] I skipped 2nd grade! 
I was smaller on sports [I was a small athlete on sports teams?] … 
I grew up in Montana…

[After I told Dillon that I chose to remain in the 2nd grade, when I was (also) offered the chance to skip that grade] It took more courage of me to stay in 2nd-4th grades / smarter for doing that 

I wanted to be an anesthesiologist, but I didn’t know the importance of [higher] education when I got into college at 15. This was what my graduation speech (to a high school) was about! 

[More directly to me] You don’t have to have an answer. Don’t lose yourself in being a lawyer! Foley has environmental lawyers who are helping companies follow regulations…At Foley, you don’t even have to wear suits! I have friends that are lawyers for Seminole County Law…

6. How’d the recent court appeal and hearing go? 
7. Which factor made you pick the law school you wound up going to? 
8. What (or who) inspired you to go to law school? 
9. What frustrates you most about coming out of law school? Is there a disconnect between what you’ve learned and what it’s actually like? 

There’s a huge disconnect! When in law school, [professors] teach you all the abstracts; it’s very idea-centered. When you start working, you’ve got to learn how to work from the ground-up. If you truly know this, getting your 1st job won’t be so scary. 
The ones who struggle are the know-it-alls. 
I want to go in-house. 
One of Foley’s clients is SoFi. Some of our lawyers have been asked by them to be their lawyer [as in they were offered jobs by SoFi]. Being an in-house lawyer could be awesome because then you’d be their one client. You’d be their north star. 
Working at a firm involves hundreds of clients. Lots of people leave BigLaw after 4 or 5 years because at that point, they don’t want to seek clients. In-house wants people who have 4-5 years. 
I’ve been in talks for EA Sports / Orlando Magic…[I’ve negotiated] contracts from sports sponsors.
Foley is a firm with clients in the fashion industry: Steve Madden, Marc Jacobs…
EGS Law is a tiny firm in Los Angeles…
When it comes to going solo, 70% of it is marketing yourself. 

10. How does your firm treat new hires (fresh out of law school)? 
11. How important is being able to listen and have empathy in your practice as a transactional corporate lawyer? 
12. What’s the biggest mistake or regret you made while in law school? 
13. What class(es) did you wish you took while in law school?

I wish I took law school classes that I was personally interested in. Not once, in any interview, did they ask about the classes you took!

[These are also answers for questions 14 & 15 here] 
I wish I would have looked into Government Law, because [lawyers practicing in that] have an insane amount of time off. Plus, they understand boundaries. 
 
14. What class(es) was/were the most useful in law school? 

[In my 3L year], I took alternate dispute resolution classes. I was the liaison between employees and boards. [It involved arbitration and negotiations]...

15. What has been the toughest part or experience so far at Foley? 
16. How hard was it to get on a law review journal/internship/externship? 

Getting on [Environmental Law and Policy Review / W&M Law School Journals and Law Review] was very stressful, but great on my resume…I wrote for an Environmental Law journal…
Nobody asked about it [in interviews], but I’m unsure if this was the deciding factor in getting past [the hiring / On Campus Interview (OCI) process]... 

From an employer’s point of view, [involvement with a law journal] is nothing but a plus. 
“How many things can you hang on a hat / How many pins on a sash as possible can you hang?” [This is a rhetorical question from the hypothetical employer’s POV] 

[At W&M] Everybody who applied for a journal got into one. 
In my 3L year, I became an Ombudsman (neutral 3rd party mediator) [see above]. Every law school has a faculty and Ombudsman; but if the law school you go to doesn’t have [an Ombudsman], you can look into forming one [and assume the position]. 
The MLB has a 3rd party arbitrator. You can represent both your own and other people’s opinions in that position without being in trouble. 
[Being an Ombudsman] is like knowing Law beneath the law.  

17. What’s the best piece of advice (as well as the worst) someone has given you, coming out of law school? 
18. If you could go back in time and tell your younger self something about making the transition from law school to the real world, what would it be? 
19. How do you think I can get some law-related work or volunteering experiences in my position? *explain to him
###

Foley’s dealing with that — which aspects will be easier or harder, data breach[es] 
How will AI handle people’s financial data [rhetorical question] 
There are times we have to manually review seemingly millions of documents
[AI] could save the client money 
One thing I didn’t know was how long it took to do things 
I spent 200 hours reviewing for one client 
A client will say something [to me] like “Check all emails with this word” 

I was in the office until 1 a.m. last Monday (November 6th, 2023). [With BigLaw], they expect you to work long hours…our deal was closed that Monday with hundreds of millions [of dollars accounted for / negotiated]. 

I remind Dillon of him, because I am not afraid to reach out and meet people I haven’t met before :) 
He added “Reaching out is such a valuable and important ability; it shows the wherewithal”... 
Huge plus — emphasize in apps! 

A public defense attorney is like the teacher equivalent of law; thankless and underpaid. 

To-do list: Send Dillon Lowery the esports documentary Erik Cieslewicz made // Dad’s 2015 feature in The San Diego Union-Tribune // (already connected on LinkedIn) 

T14 = top 14 law schools
A high LSAT could be more wishy-washy 
One reason getting a 170 on the LSAT (or higher) is because of the US News and World Report rankings
Working backwards may be more helpful [in my case] 

I didn’t wind up going to a T14 because I didn’t know where to go; but I wanted opportunities to work wherever. A smaller alumni pool can lead to more intimate connections, but higher ranked law schools give you more opportunities. W&M is the oldest law school in the USA. 

Do not underestimate how important it is to graduate with little (or ideally, no) debt…You’ll be pressured to take on higher paying jobs in order to pay off debts…. 

[In my 2L year] We had OCIs for summer programs (for your 1st job out of law school). The problem with OCIs at non-T14 law schools is that the OCIs will be for job positions regional to the law school. 

Seton Hall, Villanova, Penn State = great feeder schools; Penn State Dickinson is much higher ranked. 

You can prove the T14s wrong…You can get into BigLaw (and you will, Kurt) 

###
